Chaos theory and clinical pathways: a practical application.
Nonlinear analysis can improve the adaptive ability of clinical paths and aid in providing improved continuity of care. This article continues our exploration of the ways "chaos theory" can be applied in health care by focusing on clinical applications. It describes a specific application of nonlinear techniques to knee arthroplasty, but the generalized nature of the technique suggests it can be applied in many other settings. The approach offers an innovative means for both improved patient care and cost savings.